Conway Township Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2009


1. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:

Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin called the Conway Township Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was performed.

2. Minutes from the September 14, 2009 Meeting:

Minutes from the 9/14/09 meeting were read. John Harless made a motion to accept the minutes, Cindy Dickerson, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 9th at 7:30 p.m. 

3. Call To Public:

a) Herm Yost reported that he achieved his CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) certification.  He was part of the first graduating class for Livingston County. 

4. Communications:

a) Dennis Bowdoin reported on a free Livingston County Municipal Summit that is to be held on October 22, 2009, that focuses on getting ready for the economic turn around.

b) Dennis Bowdown reported on an article in the Michigan Township News on a Bill being introduced into the Michigan House, which would exempt buildings (primarily used for agricultural tourism) for a period of 30 days in a calendar year from having to install fire sprinkler systems, if the owner of the building receives written approval from either the State Fire Marshall or the Fire Department in the community where the building is located.

c) Dennis Bowdoin reported on an article in the Michigan Town News that the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that local zoning can be reviewed.

d) John Harless reported that during a recent trip to Indiana, he noticed several “no zoning” signs that were posted locally.  He was discussing the matter with some local residents and they indicated that they had lot size restrictions of 10 acres, which meant the loss of farmland.  Johns suggested as an alternative, they simply change the lot size restrictions to 1 or 2 acres, to which they seemed receptive.  This led John to feel that the lot size restrictions in Conway Township were appropriate.

5. Land Divisions:

a)   None

6. Old and New Business:
a) Commissioners Section Report

1) Section 1 – nothing to report

2) Section 2 – see attached report from Londa Horton

3) Section 3 – nothing to report

4) Sections 4 and 5 – 9235 Pierson Rd – demo derby car has been in front yard for a long period of time.  9696 Nicholson Rd – 6-7 cars sitting by pole barn, is the owner working on cars?  Need special use permit?  5495 Herrington Rd – old basketball stand in ditch, weeds growing up around it.  5288 Herrington Rd – white van with weeds growing up around it.  8812 Stowe Rd – deserted house – lawn not mowed, newspapers all over driveway.

5) Section 6 – 9563 Marsh Rd – old Mustang car has been removed

6) Section 7 – bunch of old cars on Owosso Rd in the woods

7) Sections 8-9 – house on the corner of Mohrle and Stowe Rds—lawn mowed once this year; no one appears to be living there; no signs of foreclosure notices.

b) Wind Turbine Ordinance has been forwarded to the Conway Township Board of Trustees for approval and then will be sent to the township attorney for review.

c) Update from the Conway Township Board of Trustees

1) Special Use Policy and Procedure – Board decided that the $150 Special Use Permit Fee should be uniform for all applications, per Township Attorney.

2) Truth in Taxation – The 2008 taxes did not add up to the 2009 taxes and we found that they never will.

3) Grant Road Pole Barn – A registered letter has been sent to the homeowner to rectify the matter.  A return receipt has been received; however, no response has been received from the owner.

d)  Zoning for Shooting Ranges and Other Home Occupations

1) The Township Board wants the Planning Commissioners to beef up the Township Ordinance for noise complaints.  It was suggested that the complainant may have to pay up front to have a professional come in to measure the noise levels; and, if the complainant prevails, they would receive their money back.

2) Cindy Dickerson has been looking into setting up a separate township ordinance book.

7.   Call to the Public:
        No response 

8.  General Discussion:

1. Dennis Bowdoin asked the Planning Commissioners for approval to request that the Board of Trustees issue letters to the residents, who are not in compliance with the Zoning Policies of Conway Township.  These letters would state that they would have 30 days to correct the issue.

9.  Adjournment:

· Two residents in attendance.

· Board Members present:  Scott Buell, Dennis Sommer, George Pushies, Cindy Dickerson, Dennis Bowdoin, Londa Horton and John Harless.  A motion was made by George Pushies to adjourn, John Harless, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:  Dennis Sommer 
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